Microsoft Certification Pointers





Course Instruction or Self-Paced Materials?





Microsoft Courses are available from a variety of authorized vendors in the area.  The quality and prices of these courses can vary greatly from vendor to vendor.  The most important thing to check for when shopping around is the availability of hardware to the student.  In my opinion, if you take a course and do not have hands-on lab instruction included as part of the curriculum, you should have just saved money and bought the self-paced materials.  





The “Microsoft Press” self-paced materials are very similar to what you receive in the way of classroom instruction.  In many ways these are as good as an instructor led course.  They have all of the information you will need for the exams, and they include all the software you will need to do the labs.  You just need the appropriate hardware.  





My suggestion is this: if you really want a firm understanding of a subject take the class; if you just want to pass the test do the self-paced material.








Tips for passing Microsoft Tests





First of all, get the Transcender practice exam which corresponds to the exam you wish to pass.  Usually there will be 3 or 4 practice exams in the software package.  If you take these exams and STUDY all of your answers (right and wrong) you will have approximately 50% of the exam questions already in your head.  The other 50% you can figure out from the concepts you learn in either the classroom or self-paced material, whichever you choose.  Trust me, Transcenders are more valuable than gold when going through these exams!


Transcender is on the web at: 


http:www.transcender.com





Also use the web as a resource.  There are many websites that MSCE students have published.  Most will have lists of questions that they remember from the different exams.  Sometimes there will be lists of questions compiled from people who have taken your exam that week! In college this was called cheating, here it is called being resourceful. The best site that I have found for this is called Braindump Heaven and the URL is


http://www.bnla.baynet.de/bnla01/members/robsch19/index.htm .  





Another site to look at is The Microsoft Certified Professional Center which is located at: 


http://members.aol.com/mcsecenter/index.html





Also, Microsoft publishes a good site for all Training and Certification purposes at:


http://www.microsoft.com/train_cert/default.htm








Exam Registration





When you are ready to take the exam you can register over the web (http://www.slspro.com), or as I prefer, call Sylvan Prometric directly to schedule the test at 1-800-755-EXAM. They will be able to tell you which Sylvan Prometric testing center is closest to you.








GOOD LUCK WITH YOUR EFFORTS!!


